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My name is Pierre Jean d'Huac, and I was bom in the 
Chinese town of Cholon at the end of August 1922, though it 
was not until my nineteenth birthday that I took very much 

• i 

% : . • 

interest in anything but my purely personal affairs,, 

There were, in our part of Cholon, a number of Japanese 

‘ . • . • $> , j | i. J '> > ! • ' 7 » • 1 r-vf r/* vy»;&..- ' ' 


residents, quite a few of whom had a working knowledge of both 

,\f- | ■ ,• ! <, ' A ■ '' ■’ 5 i 'V : vK . ■ y f ,% 

• , .-j-£ ;■& | • J . :• «; / { 

the Prfnch. and Anjqamite tongues 






One of these people lived 'In a 'hbuse ^uet opposlte mine. 


gir.'Jg 


m m 

m it 




and X was friendly with his two sons named Yoshi and Horic 
The family name was Murata« '\JJ 

I was particularly friendly with Hori, and whenever we had 


t* 


the opportunity we used to take a tramrlde into the big neigh- 
bouring French city of Saigon. tfe never paid a fare because we 
were also friends of the tram conductor. 

It was in the summer of 1940 that X first heard of the 
Japanese plans for occupying French Indo-China,, urance had 
just fallen to the Germans and the French Coramander-in- Chief 
in Indo- China was known to be very sympathetic to the Vichy 

v • 4 • i - , 

; r i ^ 

regime „ 

The Japanese community in the twin cities of Saigon- Cholon 
must have numbered about 50 C 0 , and suddenly the word went round 
.that the Japanese Foreign Minister was arranging to send garrison 
troops to Indo-China in order to forestall any trouble and to 
protect the people from warlike threats which, it was said, were 
to be expected from Britain or America, or from one or other of 

the Liberation armies which were at the disposal of the British 

:} ■ ? 


Approved For Release 2000/08/04 : CIA-RDP83-00423R001 50059001 1-9 




CPYRGHT 


iaTalrfcTaTa 


■ifXmfTTS ■ m r^TT^WilTlTlT/l nV/aE uM - J |] ^kWiTifi W rillll L 


3 

Government, or from the many European refugees who were building 
action groups in the United States and were planning to come 

back and free their countries from the axle forces. 

The same week, Hori and I were walking down the Rue Catlnat 

in Saigon and were on the point of turning down a side street in 

order to work our way back to the dock area, when we were drawn 
aside to a public meeting at the toain entrance to the Hotel 
Continental. Speakers were advocating the creation of a free 
Indo-Chlna movement to take over the responsibilities of the 
Government from a destroyed and dying France, 

■"hat was surprising was the presence of quite a group of 
Frenchmen who were applauding all these Ideas. 

Before we could move away from this gathering, we hau agreed 
to sign our names to a register which was being prepared by a 
group called the Vietminh, and which was collecting signatures 
from any persons w^o would be willing to support a new political 
party designed to save the country from a sell-out to the Japan- 
ese. 

My friend Hori did not disclose the fact that he was a 
Japanese citizen but also signed with me. 

Upon our return home, we discovered that Hori * s father had 
left town without any warning, in order to attend a very import- 

'i 

ant meeting of his compatriots at the seaside town of Cap St 

% 

Jacques, about forty miles down river from Saigon. 

Soon rumours were rife that the Japanese fleet would be 
arriving and preparations were being made to billet Nippon 
soldiers. Each Japanese family was asked to receive as many 
soldiers into it as there were members of the family. 
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five soldiers - there being two sons, an adopted daughter and 
the father and mother. 

Old Murata himself became busier than ever, because he ran 
a small vegetable business under the name of Bambu Brothers and 
it was evident that he would be called upon to supply the Japan- 
ese forces with fx’esh produce from the day that they arrived. 

For Nipponese troops, the most essential thing is a well- 
bal lanced diet containing a regular amount of fresh vegetables 
and rice bran to safeguard them against beri-beri, which was 
apparently the main threat to their health. 

For six months these preparations went on, not in any 
clandestine fashion, but quite openly. Then, all at once things 
began to happen. 

First the French commander, Admiral Decoux made an official 
pronouncement, which was broadcast over Saigon radio and published 
prominently in the press. 

He declared that French Indo-China could not be expected to 
survive alone in a hostile world and that therefore after careful 
consideration he had decided to invite the soldiers of Nippon to 
come and protect the country. 

’Furthermore,' he said, ’ we must develop our trade tottu the 
mutual advantage of our two great people', and consequently , he 
had decided that the best possible way to do this would be for 
Indo-China to be made a full member of the Co-Prosperity Sphere 
of Greater Southeast Asia. Thus, overnight, the ancient and 
glorious land of my fathers had been sold out to a foreign rs.ee. 
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I immediately went and found Hori and told hlra the news whjlch 
I had heard over. Saigon radio « He already knew all about it, a£ 
that morning the first party of Japanese had arrived at baigon iy 

air from Japan and were now staying at the Governor General's 
Palace, 

; | 

As had been planned, the Japanese would be sending troops 
to garrison all |.he big coastal towns of the country, and the 
first battalion fas arriving on the Yokohama Ifaru due of fa! Gap 

St Jacques in a matter of days* 

. . v ; |r: ,:u; : r.- .. V. v ■ c 

j . y zs&iis reaction to this sudden turn of events was to 

. v • i •* I ■ • - • . : A - ■ .. ?. 

seek out «°rae Chinese friends who ran a fleet of river sampans 

; • i - I ' ’ . ; ; " *■ ■' ’ ■ * ' ’ 

and had control of most of the traffic by canal from Cholon to 

the Mekong River System, 

f 

I knew that ^lf there was to be a resistance movement, then 

it would have created some secure bases in the comparati ve jjeace 

, j 

and remoteness of Cambodia, and I felt that the old Chinese 
river traders would be the people to have most information on kj 
the matter* 

| 

True enough, I was directed from one Chinese trader to 
another, until eventually I was given an Annamlte pass to enter 
a restricted area, at Mytho in southern Cochin-China* 

I told Hori about this and he said that he would come with 
me, notwithstanding his nationality* He said that he could 

I - 

' % 

easily pass as an Annamlte, having been bom in the country and 
&$fix£k speaking the monosyllabic language like a native* 

It was a very wet day, raining cats and dogs, when we went 
down to t^e canal and embarked on a small river boat to start 
our Journey* In the back of the boat we were given seats, and 
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uux- oux-px-lse we lounc TTi .-elves talking to a Frenchman. 
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His nanje w§a a|so Pierre and it turned out that he was a 

■ •. a-; ■ t I 

Free French supporter of General de Gaulle and had decided to 
go into hiding until the day when he could return to Saigon and 
oust the foolish Vichy Government which wub now hand in glove 
with the Japanese. As a measure of his good faith he had brought 
with him 5000 piastres which represented his life's savings apart 

' i " ~ l ‘ : ' 

$ - ■ j- . ■■ - 

from a house which he owned and had left do hind. He had been 
a senior man working in a shipyard in oalgon„ 

At Mytho we were met by two young Annamite girls, who could 
do nothing else but speak about the coming revolution. They 
spent fully quarter of an hour telling us about this before we 
were able to gain any practical instructions from them. 

Hori, whose name we had changed to Hong Than was not rec- 

* . f 

ognixed as a Japanese, and we were allowed to remain together 

i 

for the next part of our journey which led us into the delta 
region of the Mekong river system 0 

It took us two days of meandering in small boats to locate 
our destination - a well-constructed fishing camp more or less 

hidden by very tall grass which almost encircled it c 

% • 

Not only was this fishing village In touch with events 
throughout Souther Indo-Chlna, but it was also in radio com- 
muni cation with friends further north along the coast of Annam, 
and through them with other friends in the Red Delta region of 
Tonkin. The equipment was of American manufacture and had been 

f : i 

|, s 

purchased through agents in Bangkok, from where it had been 

pl/li , 

brought overland via Battambang and Tnmi jnnh 

This little fishing camp hidden away among' st the tall 
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the Japanese arid against the Vichy Gaverrimen c 
very quickly dealt with by the Japanese army, and all the French 
residents (almost iwenty thousand) in Southern Indo-Chlna were 

confined to one or two residential areas, and the French (Vichy) 

£ v ... - 


overnraent was deposed ^ 






iruv^ruiuoiiu w r } , ^ / V 

e ?, ; /4> s'crS- 

" A received an invitation to form a government at once, 

and this was done kccessfully within two days. A shadow cabinet 
was in any b&ai already in existence and full plans had long 

. - , ; f. v : | p.f { f • 

since been made for Just this eventuality c 

To our dismay], we soon discovered that the Vichy French 
had sold almost every major asset which was in Indo-Chlna to 
the Japanese. The 1 latter, in turn, had simply taken possession 
of the currency £ Anting machines and at a place called ^en Cat, 
noth of oaigori, they had proceeded to print as many 500 piastre 
noted as they required. No one except the French fcad anything 
worth selling, so 'that all these piastres came into the hands 
of the French, at ‘least initially. The French even sold things 
which were not their own to sell, such as the big Shell fuel 
and installations ‘down the Saigon River, subsequently bombed 

by American Liberator bombers. 

Consequently] when Inflation enveloped everything, the 
French ild not suffer unduly aa they had ample piastres to 
keep pace with riling prices, but not so the Chinese and 
Annamltes who’ suffered immensely. There were, of course some 
exceptions, particularly among the wealthy Chinese business 
community In Chol'on (there were nearly tteee hundred thouean 
Chine ee in Cholon at the time), some of whom accumulated s reat 
fortune, from operations In the black market. They usually 
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were eventually glad to sell in exchange for a guaranteed food 

j ' ; ■■; 

supply. 

In Saigon, we took over the Palais de Justice, and the 
minor courts and ran them tolerably well; we occupied the dock 
area, and successfully ran the Cold Storage and the port transport 
in addition to all the other municipal duties, such as the oper- 

’ I . ' 

ation of the power house, the xafen running of the Postal Services 
(we printed our own liberation stamps) and the sanitary services^ 
We carried out all these tasks efficiently, and even attended 
to the repair of some of the roads, W /v» <x a+ty ^ Sac** * . 

We managed to restore a measure of public transport, getting 

.. . I ... , 

some old trams to work, and improved the food supply immeasurably, 
as we had the confidence of all the country peoples, who again 
resumed shipments of rice, fresh vegetables and fish in large 
enough quantities to feed every community. The total population 

/•V H*t- n.r.fj *, //< 

was half a million, quite apart from the 

Japanese and their war prisoners, who probably totalled another 

hundred thousand between them. 

We noticed that 'the Japanese were still relying upon bambu 

I ’ .”?■ fresh 

Brothers for their/food supplies, and a roaring' business they had 

built up In the Intervening years. Old man Murata had been en- 
listed into the Japanese army on the Commissariat side, and his 
son Yoshi had taken cpntrol of a mixed unit of transport, mostly 
old vehicles brought from Japan - Nissan and Toyoda trucks, of 
the type with collapsible sides, and often kept going through 
the cannibalizing of English, American and French vehicles which 
had been captured in one or other part of South-east Asia. 
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Hona Than (Hori) was sent up to Hanoi, so that the chance 

.i*rcA’ ,l/Ar ■ ^ 

of his beir-ji recognized would be avoided. ^ ' /‘J/- >«<«/. 

,£*4' */4 / hir* 

Ay Bg^the beginning of September 15^5 when we knew that the 
free nations of the world would be coming to disarm the Japan - 
ese and send them back to the land of the Rising Sun, we^felt 

V 

ourselves to be well in the saddle of government, and we were 
full of hope for a bright futufce, having managed to survive the 
tricky period immediately following upon the collapse of Japan, 

We learnt from our radio that the British Commander in 
Burma would be sending a division of Indian troops to occupy 
our country. This seemed to be the best possible news as we 
all had a pretty ^ood notion of the Indian position and we were 
convinced that any country which was ^oin^ itself to become 

aelf-^overnin^ after a lor^s x)erlod of tutelage would never 

a 

hinder the march of freedom in/i&x neighbouring, land Ik ver^ 
similar circumstances. 

Accordingly, when the first G-urkha troops arrived in wai^or. 
by a . r , we welcomed them as fellow liberators, tie hi-ran^ed fov 
th - population to line the streets from the airport to the 
Cathedral Square. Everyone carried fla & e vuot tricolour's) and 
tanners proclaiming in English their welcome to the uioerators 
from Tyranny , to the Fighters for •freedom and to the Indians 
and the British and to the Americana, who had won the war for the 
liberty of nations ^reat and small. 

But most banners had a little note at the bottom which 
read ’We have no room for the French* or words to that effect, 

•,7e were told that the terms of reference of the Allied 

f • : 

• : • f • .. ..... 

Troops, at that time under the command of a British Brigadier, 
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were, llrstly, to maintain law and order, and secondly, to 

and concentrate 

disarm/the Japanese surrendered personnel prior to making 

r . .. . I • 

arrangements for their transference back to Japan. 

' ; ' • i ' •; | ■ / ■ ■■ : .1‘, ... . 

Seven luxury bungalows belonging to a wealthy Chinese 

I ' ’ '■ - -A 

millionaire and his six sons were placed at the disposal of 

: ;■ i ' . 

the Indian troops -all forerunners of the main body which was 

coming more slowly by sea. 

These troops were a part of the 20th Indian Division, which 

- ; ■ j ; : . : | ■ - ■ ■ ;; - " 

had had a very fine record in Burma, having among 1 st other thing! 
battered the Japanese 2nd Division, the remnants of which were 
at ihs this time stationed in Saigon. We trusted this division 
to maintain law and prder and to clear the country of Japanese 
and ot^er foreigners. 

For a few days, 'all seemed to be going very well, at least 
in Southern Indo- China. In the North, word came from Hanoi that 
the Chinese (Nationalists) were occupying the whole of Tonkin. 

> ■ . '■ % ; 5 f ■ ■■ ; • ,v 

There was also no trouble there. 

I . ■ ' : ' 

however, we were informed privately that the a French ixix 

: - ; ! 

% '.- I I . . 

interneed were pressing the British Brigade Commander for arms 
and ammunition, in order ‘to protect themselves adequately from 

possible terrorist action’, so they said. After considerable 

■ • ■ "A’-,' ! ■ -V;:.:- ex- 

debate about making an issue of weapons to civlilan/internees 

and not without feme ’dopbt , it appeared that the brigade Com- 
mander agreed to i»»i to give these Frenchmen a few rifles 
and a small quantity of ammunition , simply as a protective 
measure. The strongest point in favour of this policy, was, 
apparently, the realization that the maintenance of law and 
order mainly rested (indeed, almost entirely rested upon the 
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It was felt thjat ,a few armed Frenchmen, might be useful if any 

'Xjn X niX! I • ' ; ' • •' .MX '■' > . ' ° 

trouble did arise. , 


■ . J-. ■ -i - 9 - ■• - ■ V. '-I , : 

Meanwhile, the Annamite Government carried on with its duties 

in full cooperation with the Allied troops and quite competently. 

• I I XX : ; ' v • -.yX t' X " i 

On a Sunday in the last week of September 1945, I was with j 

„ x : v i! ■ 1 1mm x m 1 xxxxxi x. M,xxrxx:.^:‘ ' 

ft colleague, sitting on a verandah opposite the main entrance to 


:> \ i ?. v : % %. ' X j X , r - ; X . • | ' X ; ; « •' Xx7.' X " 

the Palais de /ustjLce when I heard a shout fiyora the watchman, 
followed by several shots. I ran out into the court yarn and was 

, . , . i'. '■ h .1: ;. . 'J . . ' • i 1 .i’j . . . . . ' r . 

met by a stream of abuse from two tamimrt bearded Frenchmen in a 

Mi XX || x | | ; y; y; : y -1 y ; y j c:X/X;i ; I X Xiff"- X tX i 

state of, great' animation. 

■rfm-tiWl ft",:-* \ i-X y :■ : -i XMMv X XX ,>• m ; i • 

At the poWt of a rifle I stood helplessly by/ while 


another ^re.%cfim^ hoisted the fri colour ^la$ to the roof over 


the Palais de |ustioe’ c 


8 1 v o r . . . t p.Q^k:. place at all the other taa /or buildings 

;;.i v \ X''yj *"4® M? x • J I :p •.» t . f X < .! X- .? •/* .• \ ! 

Of the town, and the Tricolour was seen in the morning to be 

* " | J - -X ■ h | i; t | ^ .f ;X'X 1 >- n ,y w . - • 

flying high over the Governor General's Palace, over the General 

" ' • l', X ■ X. . 1 Mf^x.x X* ’-X . x v/WiMf • ■ . 

■ • . X I iMssf- . ' 1 M MX : X. ; • , 

Post Office, and over many other Government and Business premises* 


:! -"!■! MX 


It was ft, conce|'te ! dj insurrection by the Vichy French JL 

ees again ilt the jutes existing lawful government e 

■ ■XMMiMMXiXl xy.x, : f rx-'j M:'' :i ;^M'XXMXM'?'X|{ '• -y .y-rj-yr;' 


ex-intem- 


W© did not ri^ht back at t^ie tim© i in order to avoid 

• if |l J . i I : v ^ ; x •' 

unnecessary deaths, and because we were sure that the British 

„■ : X : :,v.. M :l! ? x;,M M -MXXf i|X ; -x; ^ 

Commander wou|app| tplprate such unilateral action as this, 

xi ■' T 'X ! -' :v;, i|ilx I llXf" ; X,y!rj|M|:;X 1 S|M:ryMM;'y'X ■ M;./ yM:,X,'X , : 'X:i... 

and would restore, 5 ur„ a^.th.oni.ty , if not, the next day, at least 

X I M,I I* -y y>:X J III xXfil: Mvyf:|M-i9;iihprlse/ ' 

ad soon as they had full knowledge of the/action. 


There followed a 
brigade Headquarters, 


had full knowledge of the/ act Ion. 

®tf f Wi I V- i ■: • i ■ 

■'wed ajoo^t,, ten .days of meetings in the British 


M ■/ I S 


(. 5 i x 5?; fefe-T .fehcijfe. 


Thi^ ,h^v 4 ffluarters was still ensconced in the Chinese 

* 5 Mi XX I XX' ; ■' 
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millionaire' a bungalows ( they were in fact three storey buildings 

and our meetings were held against a backcloth of the Union Jack. 

We atill had faith that the British would not let us down, 
despite the fact t^at their policy towards India was not yet 
clarified. Had we not been told that they would maintain law 
and order? And was not this a breach of the peace which they 
were responsible af for restoring? Were they not in all pro- 
bability going to grant India her independence, and were not 
the„e troops entirely (but for most of the officers and a few 
British other ranks) Indian? 

But our hopes were not as well founded as we had thought, 
and finally we declined to continue with the negotiations until 
it was clearly recognized that we were in fact the lawful gover- 
nment of Indo-China, and that if the French wished to stay, then 
they would have to negotiate with us after, but not before, 
relinquishing their hold on the main public buildings, 

Several British officers of the British army told us that 
they would have liked to have supported us, but that their 
instructions from t^e British Foreign Office were to the effect 
that they should assist the French to regain control in Indo-China. 

This decision was reported to have resulted from a private 
agreement between the B rltish Foreign Minister and the x'xuxfc 
far sign afXjmsa Qual d'Orsai, whereby the British had agreed to 
support the French in Indo-China, so long as the the French gave 
up any hopes they might be entertianing of a return to Syria and 
•Lebanon, 

Concurrently, the British would use their good offices in 
Chungking, to Influence Chiang Kai-Shek to withdraw his troops 


#iaTaTavf ai*J/a 


■1 »!• 


ala 
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from Wort hern ^ndp- China, where the French feared that he had 
ideas of remaining indefinitely , having regard to the advantage 
of controlling Haiphong port as an outlet for the Yunnan rallwey. 

We called jt.hia. the secret Treaty of Paris, but it was no 
laughing matter for our freedom movement. What had happened, J- 
fact, was that the British Indian troops, perhaps unwittingly, 
perhaps intentionally, had formed a bridgehead for the. French, 
who would now find f it fairly easy to land a new expeditionary 
force in the coimtfjr, and so reconquer the plum of their empire 
Insurrect ion. 

n iia — *■— > » 

\ ' 

What had begun as a liberation movement was now turned 
into a case of insurrection, and the world was. informed 

■ f ■ \ _ ■ ... . . X; ' ’>.*•:/!? - r ■ 

accordingly by the French. 

The month of October 124-5 saw tragedy sweep the land. 

Our nationalist .movement was suppressed ruthlessly by the 

Allied forces, most of whom were Indian at this time, and 

, ■ i •' ’ 

by, of all people, the Japanese army- 

- u . i ^ • 

Instead of disarming the Japanese surrendered personnel 

and concentrating them into a small area ready for movement 

{ ’ • , ■ 

Dy sen back to Japan, they were now rearmed and deployed 

against the Annanltes c 

I 

In some cases they were issued with Bitish three Inch 
mortars, which the Japanese had themselves captured in Malaya 
in 1241. 

. t. n . ' ■ . ■ ■: ■ 

The Japanese, several battalions of them were moved to 

j . : 

strategic points in the defence perimeter established around 
the twin cities of Salgen-Gholon c 

Japanese battalions defeated several major attacks by 

- (■*; ) 

our Vietminh forces, meanwhile French troops were brought into 
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the bridgehead, aboard French and British ships. 

Or were they French troops? Several deserters joined 
us towards the end of 1945, and they were Germans who had 


been captured in the Western Desert, and, no questions asked, 

.. ' l >’ ''■■■■ - ■} -iV :'f H ! J . ■ , . ... . , !r . , •. 

had enlisted into the French Foreign Legion,, Their officers 

' '• ?1 ■ - . I •'!.*> 

• ‘ . | ’ | \ -J. . ' ' ■ ' * .Jf, 

were Frenchmen, trained at St Cyr, but few of the men were 


M ■■ 


* ;U 


French, so these deserters informed us, . 

We .used to be on friendly terms with a ‘Socialist editor 
in Saigon, One day, German troops took his three girl typists 

' : ; I' •• | ' " 1; V it .£ I : ...... ^ A j, : . 

away, stripped them naked and hauled them arbUfid CJidlon on the 
back of a lorry, for all the world to ridicule. 


Often at night, these fbrelgn Legionaries would fire 






automatic weapons into the top stories of the main buildings. 


simply out of sheer joy and merriments 




"•l: 


One group of French troops which arrived' in Saigon 

•■' j • i l . ; . .. , .; : ■ . • . .. ^ n . 

built up a reputation for general misbehaviour and there 

' "i-i./u i; \ i I l - , , 4 .?■ , - : ■ ..fr-i’. , 3 . . -.r - "... ■ • .... 

were instances of atrocities. 

" 4 

.... ; V J ' ' ;f ** ' ; .. . . ..Ji 

Several authentic cases of wounded prisoners being 


% l f ?• 
’"M,# 


bayonneted were reported to our command. 

; 

' ;; ' ■ W~l: itt £ 'fe. ; i. £ • ■ 


. * 3 ?afc -> 



, the Awnamites would retaliate by 


throwing grenades at groupd of Wench" clvilianaV'^This'led to' 

i . j ^ -i .} ■' / . . ■ . . . 

the practice of enclosing all transport with wire netting. 
Grenade ^throwing aiid ‘atiroc Ities on a small scale became 

; ' : T : I ■ db;? :-)-- :,<r; - - ..^ v . . 

commonplace occurences. 1 ; : ' 


1 


' r T ■ _ . ■ : V ' ; ’ r : ; 'i .- j : 
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Two newspaper oorr ea pondents, one of a laris paper and the other 

■ mmmrn v - - - :i^v • : * - > 

of an Australian paper, were imprisoned by General Le Clero, then 

' H -U f ; f*| 1 ■ ,t.' 4 : f ; ’ m ■ :i 

after release on the' instructions of French Indo -China Governor 
General, Admiral Thierry d’Argenlieu, they were sent out of the 

■ ‘-3 i.r:. |l , : ;r \, , : •; :■ ■ . 

country post haste, because they had seen some of these atrocities 

. i ■ | ' • '■ v ’■ - ■■■;’’■■ ' ■ 

and their aftermath and were declared to be hostile to the French 


cause. ,i r : j ; r V . 

Saigon was in fact beseiged, and at least during the hours of 
darkness, no Buropean or Indian troops could move safely. 

/ :hi ■ : i* 

During November and December 1945, efforts were made by the 

» ’ ■ . . I • f * '• ; ’ :■ ? • • • : j .■ . ■ • 

defenders to push out into the countryside and to assist with this, 

:• 1 ■ :| f j J * , ; ' . . ' •*.*, . 

several American* Arn^- Landing Craft (1st) were brought into use- 
being particularly val$5le on the inland waterways. 

We made several serious mistakes, chiefly through trying to 
fight pit ohed battles against the much superior fire power of the 
defenders, but we never lost the moral support of the Amtanite 

/ j ; f - . , • . . ■ - . 

Chinese population. 

Meanwhile, the most serious thing which happened was the 
devaluation of the piastre. On the face of it this was a reasonable 

i: .i ' i’ . ■. \ < - 4. 4 ;■ j.;;:.. 

step for the French to take. They devalued all five hundred piastre 

• p ■ I i I ; . -C ! ’/' '•!. . ‘ . ■ ■ , 'Vy-iM?- ' ! \ii <>- ■ '■ j. £v'v 

notes by 40%, but only those notes printed in Indo-China; notes 

?M . i : : - • ■ V : /] 

printed in France were not affected. As was sensible, they 

• \* ■•si. If' -■ ( jt 

announced the devaluation to the general public on a Saturday 
afternoon, when the *banks had closed for the week-end, tUft 

gjrf&vt u+m* Depjosits in the 


bank were not affected. 
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This move wAs^aaie by the new Prenoh administrator, a man 
named Cedille, who thereby beoarae particularly unpopular with those 
Ffcee French and Ammanites (and some Chinese too) who had never 
trusted the banking system during the Japanese occupation, but had 
kept their savings in old hiding places, such as the proverbial 
stocking. One of the relictions of this move was a strike of the 
Chinese boatmen along the oanals. 

Meanwhile, the British Indian Arny troops were gradually 

; I 

handing over their dutxe s to the incoming French and Foreign 
Legion men. i 

, r 

However, they had saved Saigon for the return of a French 
Government, and they had also saved Saigon from starvation through 
the development of so me interesting systems of supply. For 
example, they brought ftesh fish into the town by canal. The fish 
were kept alive in the flooded bottoms of the barges. These 

f 

purchases were made possible through the operation of a clever 
Chinese millionaire, who, once a week, was flown Into Pnon-penh 
by a Japanese pilot of”, the Kamikaze squadron. He carried a large 
sum of money with which to pay the Cambodian merohants for goods 

. ,, yfic hneJC«*.y VAr 

to be shipped to Saigon by^canal/ We allowed these oargoes to go 

i,Au«sV<kJ. . 
through, as they were aoitveyetf by Japanese tt&vt&as. 

.If 

We were not sufficiently au felt with the true position to know 
whether or not Japanese parties were for or against us, and as they 
had only been deployed against us on limited sectors It was not 

l , 

always clear whether or not they should be given freedom to pass 

through out barriers. On the oanals they had the benefit of our 

) 

doubts. i v 
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We were highly amused to lear. l ‘tfom our agents in Saigon that 

\ ? •, i i Y S \ 

the Prenoh troops arrived without sc* much as a day's landing rations, 
httt they made up for this hy landing a ship load of red Algerian wine 
fhioh they then tried to barter w&h the British. 

Suoh f ood^, as las given to the Frenoh forces by 

the British, invariably found its way into the black market, which 
flourished in the besieged area of Saigon. 

Unfortunately, ye soon discovered that the Prenoh did not plan 
to rely on any ration system but to live off the land, from whioh 
seized livestock and poultry, and even dug up sweet potatoes, 
and 1 .other vegetables* 

rife the same time, the British were making great efforts to 
wl^^oraw from their commitments, as if realising that, they had 
j^rhfps unwittingly become involved in an unwanted colonial war, so 
d^^pbeful to the new British Labour Government. 

' French troops were at first ill-disciplined and ill- 

equippd<4 - their problems were aggravated by suoh incidents as the 
: ,;g;de^tructt ^L V i* their main petrol depot in the Central Park, in a 
fire wh|c ?was' purely accidental. 


the French appeared on the battle front with better 
equipment I j il weapons - ironically this was ifound to be lend-3.ease 


IMM, 


material 'America. We had always counted upon the help and 

\ ■ 1 % vv- ■ 

sympathy of t ie Americans. 

W- ■■ ' ; ■ mm ■ m - , ■ •_ •« 

% Had pot the Americans given the Philippines complete 
||^^pendenoe after ^Pwar? 

l^ljpPhe policy ob 6 moral Le Clero was to reoonquer the country, 
vS^IpLlttle thought to the destruction which his methods brought in 
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Whole towns and villages were razed to the ground, and the peop! 

• | 

lived in terror of their lives. 

- ■’ ? ; ■ ! i ■ .............. 

The Frenoh troops l«rere even equipped with lend -lease Dodge true: 

and green jungle uniforms, left behind by the British. 

Thus it was that 1 and my colleagues became ♦rebels 1 and thus i 

'i 

is that we will continue to saorifioe^ur eomfbrts and our lives for a 
cause which we believe to be just. If there is any justice left 
'in the world today, then we shall be heard fairly in the end. 

Our neighbours are all independent - Thailand to the immediate 
West, which oountry has never known what it is to be under oolonial 
rule. Burma also to the West, a oountry which is noif utterly free 
from oolonial rule. To the East lie the Philippine islands which 
have beoome free, and not so far away to the South is Indonesia 
which is now a free country . While to the North, the Colonial 
Powers renounced their extra territorial rights in China. 

Are we alone to be kept under the subjugation of a nation whioh 

■ I . • ■ ■ . 

sold us to the Japanese? Are we to be content with the status of a 

\ . 

puppet regime? • M:' 

Did the Indians remain satisfied with the suggestion that they 
should have a semi -independent status under the ostensible rule Of 
the Maharajahs? Than why Bao DAi? 

You will say that many of us are Communists, that is so, but 
our people have lived for generations in communal groups whose 
produce did not go to enrich the individual but for the benefit of 

the entire community, usually a village. What examples of 

■ ; •; j . • • ■ : . ... 

capitalism have the people seen in recent years? They hive seen 
Chinese aliens making fortunes out of the black market, and from 


i 
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' i ‘ 'i J '• ' \ - 

* * , ; , a . ' V - . f ■ . 

th. Japanese. t^O-lVs. dfc*J.v« Win«a* «M 

Hoir, all eyes are upon our oountry, and so they should be, to 
warn the world of wrongs perpetrated and wrongs which can be done 
<to any nation, whether great or small, if the propaganda and censor 

anadhlnes are formidable enough. 

Almost any issue can be olouded by these means, and the world 
will have to pay for it - if necessary toy more years of war and 
death and destruction. 

■ 1 4 • • ? ' ‘ • i ■ 

You might think we are mortal enemies of the French - not so, 
we are great admirers of many things from and of France, and we 
hove many Frenchmen who are in sympathy with our cause. ^ 

One day, the truth will out, it has a way of doing so, and 
if this short account is the small opening upon that truth then 
, it will have been justified. 


I J 
i \ 

i 

] ; | 


Approved For Release 2000/08/04 : CIA-RDP83-00423R001 50059001 1-9 






f ' 0 


ApprovfCn-or Release 200( 


(DP83-00423RT 


1590011-9 


ROUTING AND CONTROL RECORD 


DO NOT DETACH FROM ‘ON LOAN' DOCUMENTS 


27 July 1954 


CIA LIBRARY 


BUILDING 


25X1 A2g 


ROOM NO. 


Attached t 


"A Vietminh 1 s Case History" 



/60 


REMARKS 


Attachment is 1 




RETAIN 


ON LOAN 


DOCUMENT ( S ) MUST BE RETURNED TO 


DOCUMENT (S ) 


FOR RETENSI ON 


CONTACT DIVISION/ 00 


BY (DEADLINE) 


BY ADDRESSEE 


25K1A9a 


FROM: I BRANCH ~~1 

CONTACT DIVISION/ 00 FEl 


EXTENSION 


South 


2211 


Appro^ 


1 tfsra Ttt&iiltiiw: 


MB 7lH*h 


90011-9 


FORM MO. , Q 
n rr iQKi vf-c* 


( 20-40 J 



